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1. The                                                       are God’s chosen people. 
Deuteronomy  7:6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 
your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be 
his people, his treasured possession. 
 

Romans 9:4-5 … the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs 
the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple 
worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 
traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever 
praised!  Amen. 
 

 

2. Gentiles were                                                                 from God. 
Ephesians 2:11-12 11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles 
by birth and called “uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the 
circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands) — 12remember 
that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship 
in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. 
 

 

3. We Gentiles are brought near by                                                    . 
Ephesians 2:13-15a 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away 

have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our 

peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, 

the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in His flesh the law with its 

commands and regulations.  

 

 

4. God desires                                                           between Jew and Gentile. 
Ephesians 2:15b-16 15b His purpose was to create in Himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which He put to death 
their hostility. 
  

Romans 11:17-18  If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, 

though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and now 

share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not consider yourself 

to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not 

support the root, but the root supports you. 



 
5. God                                                                         unity. 

Psalm 133:1-3 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together 
in unity!2 It is like precious oil poured on the head,  running down on the 
beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. 3 It 
is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD 
bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 
 
 

6. Our unity is in the                                                                       . 
Ephesians 2:14, 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, …17 He came and 

preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 

near. 18 For through Him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 

the chief cornerstone.   
 

Isaiah 49:6 He says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to 

restore the tribes of Jacob  and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will 

also make you a light for the Gentiles,  that my salvation may reach to the 

ends of the earth.” 
 

Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 

him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,11 and every 

tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the 

Father. 
 
 

7. We are an                                           of unity in Christ to a divided world. 
Acts 13:47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a 
light for the Gentiles, that you  may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.’”  
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 I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony. 

 I’d like to hold them in my arms and keep them company.  

I’d like to see the world for once all standing hand in hand  

and hear them echo through the hills, “O Peace throughout 

the land.” 

 Beautiful dream. 

 But sadly, the world is filled with division 

 Facebook: Young African American friend. 

“All you Christians complain that moderate Muslims do 

nothing about ISIS. … What have you done about the KKK? 

 One of the oldest, and most crucial divisions is between Jew 

and Gentile. 

- Antisemitism 

- Hitler “The Final Solution” 

- Hamas “Death to Jews, Death to America.” 

- Even in Shakespeare’s plays. 

 How did this division get started? 

 What does the Bible say about it? 

 

1. The Jews are God’s chosen people. 
Deuteronomy  7:6 For you are a people holy to the LORD 
your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all 
the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his 
treasured possession. 
 
 
 
 



Romans 9:4-5 … the people of Israel. Theirs is the 
adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship 
and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 
them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who 
is God over all, forever praised!  Amen. 
 God’s covenants with Abraham, Moses, David. 

 

2. Gentiles were separated from God. 
Ephesians 2:11-12 11Therefore, remember that formerly 
you who are Gentiles by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the 
circumcision” (which is done in the body by human 
hands) — 12remember that at that time you were 
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in 
Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, 
without hope and without God in the world. 
 

3. We Gentiles are brought near by Christ. 
Ephesians 2:13-15a 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 

once were far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has 

made the two groups one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside 

in His flesh the law with its commands and regulations.  

 “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” Robert Frost, 

Mending Wall 

 Regan: “Mr. Gorbachev, take down that wall.” We rejoiced 

when it was torn down. 

 Jesus has destroyed the wall between Jew and Gentile, so 

that we can ALL be God’s people! 
 

 



4. God desires unity between Jew and Gentile. 
Ephesians 2:15b-16 15b His purpose was to create in 
Himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making 
peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross, by which He put to death their 
hostility. 
  

 Jesus died on the cross, not only to save your soul (Gospel) 

 He died to create this one new humanity! 

 Reconciling both Jews and Gentiles to God. 

 As we draw near to God, we draw near to one another. 

 So there is NO place for Christian anti-Semitism. 

Romans 11:17-18  If some of the branches have been broken 

off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been 

grafted in among the others and now share in the 

nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not consider 

yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you 

do, consider this: You do not support the root, but the 

root supports you. 

 
5. God blesses unity. 

Psalm 133:1-3 How good and pleasant it is when God’s 
people live together in unity! 2 It is like precious oil 
poured on the head,  running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of 
his robe. 3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on 
Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his 
blessing, even life forevermore. 

 There’s a lot of diversty among  Jews. 
- Hassids. Orthodox, Reformed, Secular … 

 Even more diversity among Gentiles! 

- English, Scottish and Irish. 
- Cuban, Puerto Rican, Venezuelan … 

- Chinese, Japanese, Korean … 



 Even among Christian groups. 

- Communion in Gethsemene. That wall needs to come down! 

 Rabbi Charlie and the Tallit. 
 Prayer this morning with Robert, Lauren and me. 

 

6. Our unity is in the Messiah. 
Ephesians 2:14, 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made the 

two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 

of hostility, …17 He came and preached peace to you who 

were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For 

through Him we both have access to the Father by one 

Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 

and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 

also members of his household, 20 built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.   

 It is NOT about teaching the world to sing in perfect 

harmony. 

 That’s a nice dream that will never work 

 UNLESS we teach them to sing the praises of Jesus Christ. 
 

Isaiah 49:6 He says: “It is too small a thing for you to be 

my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob  and bring 

back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a 

light for the Gentiles,  that my salvation may reach to 

the ends of the earth.” 

 This is God’s glorious vision for humanity! 

 It is NOT sectarianism. “Be Christian instead of Jew or 

Muslim or Buddhist” 

 It is God’s vision and God’s plan! 

Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above 



every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth,11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ 

is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

7. We are an example of unity in Christ to a divided 
world. 

Acts 13:47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you  may 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” (Paul in Pisidan 
Antioch) 
 

Facebook: Young African American friend. 

“All you Christians complain that moderate Muslims do 

nothing about ISIS. … What have you done about the KKK? 

Rod Pinder Have you been to the Woodbury Presbyterian Church? 

Have you heard me preach about God's love in Jesus Christ? You 

know we have NEVER put up with that foolishness, even when the 

"Grand Dragon" lived just a few miles from where the church met.  

We have always stood for unity through God's Love in Christ. And 

now that our culture is becoming more divided and more divisive, 

we will do so even more. I invite you to stand with us -- all who 

read this. 

Roofless Shipp A lot of people do not know the church and a lot 

people are stuck in one branch such as Baptist who don't tolerate 

but rarely bring up these issues. 

Rod Pinder True that. Then join me in praying for an outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit on our nation, that we may truly live the Gospel. 

Pray that God will help us hear what Christ is truly saying. And live 

it. What He says about radical love. That will be such joy! 

https://www.facebook.com/rod.pinder?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/Woodbury-Presbyterian-Church-111615958874730/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/TitusNextinLineShipp?fref=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/rod.pinder?fref=ufi


 


